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Power Outages 
We hope you have all stayed safe today with the 
strong winds across NHS Grampian. These winds 
are expected to continue until later this afternoon. 
Gusts of 60-70mph are likely, and possibly as high 
as 80mph for exposed coasts and hills.  
 
Given the high number of power outages today 
and the lack of robust BCPs for power outages in 
some pharmacies, we have again shared the 
NHSG power outage guidance (attached) and 
policy for handling refrigerated products.  
 
In addition, the NHSG Resilience Team are 
running two evening sessions, specifically for 
community pharmacies, on power outages and 
resilience planning. These are scheduled for 
Tuesday 28th February and Thursday 2nd March 
7pm – 8pm. Please ensure at least one member 
of your pharmacy attends one of these sessions 
(they are the same live session on MS Teams so 
attendance at one only is required.) Click the links 
below to join the meetings: 
 
Tuesday 28th 7-8pm: Click here to join the meeting 
 
Thursday 2nd 7-8pm: Click here to join the meeting 
 
 

Policy for Handling Vaccines and 
Refrigerated Pharmaceutical Products  

Ensure all appropriate staff members are aware 
of, have read, understand and follow the attached 
policies: 
 

 Policy for Handling Vaccines And Refrigerated 
Pharmaceutical Products For All Staff Working 
in NHS Grampian 

 Appendix1: Refrigerator Standard Operating 
Procedure (SOP) 

 
NHS Grampian training module 'Management of 
Medicines Refrigerators' is available on Turas. All 
appropriate staff should complete the training as 
detailed in the Policy.   
 

Withdrawal of SAPG guidance on 
Antibiotic management of Group A 

Streptococcus for Children   
Following discussion and agreement at the SAPG 
committee meeting on 7th February a decision 
was taken to withdraw the SAPG guidance on 
“Antibiotic management of Group A 
Streptococcus (GAS, Strep. pyogenes) 
infection in children age 18 and under.” 

This decision was taken based on the following: 

 Epidemiology shows levels of Group A 
Strep have now returned to normal 
seasonal levels 

 Antibiotic prescribing levels are now back 
to levels similar to those observed in 
previous years 

 Although the serious shortage protocol for 
penicillin is still active no issues are 
currently identified with the supply of 
antibiotics that would be used to treat 
Group A strep infections. 

The SPAG website has now been updated to 
reflect this Paediatric Stewardship (sapg.scot) 

The threshold for prescribing antibiotics in children 
with sore throats has now returned to normal as 
well and antibiotics should be considered (as 

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NTY3ZTYwYTUtMjI5ZS00MzdlLWJkMGUtYjU2ZWJmNTZkZTQ2%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252210efe0bd-a030-4bca-809c-b5e6745e499a%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522de17fa8d-f2bb-4d0f-82ca-2181e1dcb626%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7Ca33ab8514abc45c8b65608db10d6f8e0%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638122287695739933%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=%2FUmS3UVVKgyLFa7SX2ZtvuLDbkq%2BdgXdaBqvXhW%2FpO4%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/ap/t-59584e83/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fteams.microsoft.com%2Fl%2Fmeetup-join%2F19%253ameeting_NjE2ZmZkNjUtNWI3NS00YjYxLTg3ZTEtYzU1ZDJlOTljNmI3%2540thread.v2%2F0%3Fcontext%3D%257b%2522Tid%2522%253a%252210efe0bd-a030-4bca-809c-b5e6745e499a%2522%252c%2522Oid%2522%253a%2522de17fa8d-f2bb-4d0f-82ca-2181e1dcb626%2522%257d&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7C87eea3f4c7d046d8f0a808db10d73104%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638122288636229834%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=nCrKOMLS7hJu01HiEMhvui%2B5bl65%2BfaPPuPo5vZQp14%3D&reserved=0
https://nhsefs.b2clogin.com/nhsefs.onmicrosoft.com/b2c_1a_turas_signin_prd/oauth2/v2.0/authorize?client_id=0c6117db-8794-474c-8596-c91798d4538a&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Flearn.nes.nhs.scot&response_type=id_token&scope=openid&state=OpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%3DVHrK-LzaJf8U7iZ1AkpVFVq8aCZj04hsHOPy-tctqllj_33pHEqJUePLFdSO3Dv9vk1SrWmklGrK-InC0xZiYl03A1ajmUKGaJCVR-WWG_PRJI2Vl3qvA4EDGyBPZKYGgTyAl8cWbTS5Jhwgh_7n41qyRu7mSZwOsst3Xjw5Z_zMq1szgDCFYUu9dwFCBw08EUmpOXERM0p7Fg5TH26y6HbN-Lvg0YEL1YRp9sekBQ39CcS-Mhod0mO887WTPqkBTCW4VSK6FyBsnGRAaxOEDg&response_mode=form_post&nonce=638113649871855150.N2ViMDVmNTQtNDFkNy00YzgyLTkwOTUtYmM3MzA0NjZmZGY2M2I3YjBiNzAtOWE5Yy00YTFiLWFmNWItZWQzMDZiYzZkMmFl&x-client-SKU=ID_NET472&x-client-ver=6.25.1.0
https://nhsefs.b2clogin.com/nhsefs.onmicrosoft.com/b2c_1a_turas_signin_prd/oauth2/v2.0/authorize?client_id=0c6117db-8794-474c-8596-c91798d4538a&redirect_uri=https%3A%2F%2Flearn.nes.nhs.scot&response_type=id_token&scope=openid&state=OpenIdConnect.AuthenticationProperties%3DVHrK-LzaJf8U7iZ1AkpVFVq8aCZj04hsHOPy-tctqllj_33pHEqJUePLFdSO3Dv9vk1SrWmklGrK-InC0xZiYl03A1ajmUKGaJCVR-WWG_PRJI2Vl3qvA4EDGyBPZKYGgTyAl8cWbTS5Jhwgh_7n41qyRu7mSZwOsst3Xjw5Z_zMq1szgDCFYUu9dwFCBw08EUmpOXERM0p7Fg5TH26y6HbN-Lvg0YEL1YRp9sekBQ39CcS-Mhod0mO887WTPqkBTCW4VSK6FyBsnGRAaxOEDg&response_mode=form_post&nonce=638113649871855150.N2ViMDVmNTQtNDFkNy00YzgyLTkwOTUtYmM3MzA0NjZmZGY2M2I3YjBiNzAtOWE5Yy00YTFiLWFmNWItZWQzMDZiYzZkMmFl&x-client-SKU=ID_NET472&x-client-ver=6.25.1.0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sapg.scot%2Fguidance-qi-tools%2Fcurrent-projects%2Fpaediatric-stewardship%2F&data=05%7C01%7Clesley.coyle%40nhs.scot%7C3e6f0fd3708041bbcc7908db0a820fc2%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638115325944985562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vC6ZEt3hEsmzVOxwyaYaZG5Rutq1LGE2zdADmtENgwM%3D&reserved=0
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previously indicated) in patients 
with a FeverPAIN score of 4 or more. 

Locally the references on the Antimicrobial 
Companion app to the SAPG document and the 
UK interim clinical guidance, and FeverPAIN 
score  will be removed. 

The UK interim clinical guidance on GAS is due to 
remain valid until 13th February and it is 
anticipated that after that date the NICE Guideline 
will revert back to applying to adults and children 
with the usual FeverPAIN scoring system. 

Discontinuation of Insuman Products  
Sanofi has circulated the attached letter dated Jan 
2023 advising of the discontinuation of the 
Insuman® insulin products. Please also see the 
below links to the Medicines Supply Notifications: 

Discontinuation of Insuman Comb 25 cartridges 
and pre-filled Solostar pens – SPS - Specialist 
Pharmacy Service – The first stop for professional 
medicines advice 

Discontinuation of Insuman Basal cartridges and 
pre-filled Solostar pens – SPS - Specialist 
Pharmacy Service – The first stop for professional 
medicines advice 

Discontinuation of Insuman Rapid cartridges – 
SPS - Specialist Pharmacy Service – The first stop 
for professional medicines advice 

Sanofi have now advised that due to unexpected 
capacity and component part constraints, two of 
the product lines will now run out of stock at the 
end of February – see attached letter dated Feb 
2023. These are: 

 Insuman® Basal 100 units/ml suspension 
for injection in a cartridge. 

 Insuman® Comb 25 100 units/ml 
suspension for injection in a cartridge. 

Patients currently being prescribed these products 
require to be switched to an appropriate 
alternative. Sanofi have provided the following list 
of GP practices which have prescribed these two 
product lines in the last 12 months, and the 
quantity prescribed. Health Boards are asked to 
identify patients currently receiving these Insuman 
products (Insuman® Basal 100 units/ml 
suspension for injection in a cartridge and 
Insuman® Comb 25 100 units/ml suspension for 

injection in a cartridge) and switch to an 
appropriate alternative. 

Note that the other Insuman products are being 
discontinued in line with the communications 
above and will run out of stock in May / June 2023. 

February Pharmacy Closures  
February 2023 Pharmacy Closure Report has 
now been uploaded to the CP Grampian site 
here. 

Reminder: Digital Prescribing and 
Dispensing Pathways (DPDP) 

Programme Event 

The Digital Prescribing and Dispensing Pathway 
(DPDP) Programme event, scheduled to be held 
on Wednesday 22nd March, aims to revolutionise 
Scotland’s prescribing and dispensing process by 
ultimately replacing the paper prescription, initially 
by developing an end-to-end digital solution for in-
hours prescribing from General Practice right 
through to community pharmacy dispensing. 
 
To register your interest and find out more 
information on this event, please click here. 
 

Reminder: Migraine Education Event 
The Migraine Trust are hosting an evening 
session with Dr Kay Kennis, who has a special 
interest in migraine.  The event will take place on 
Wednesday 22nd February from 19:30-20:30 on 
Zoom.  If you wish to attend this session, please 
click here to register. 
 
This would be a useful CPD resource for those 
wishing to increase their knowledge and 
understanding of migraine.  

Public Health Promotion  
Seeking Public Health Champions 

Thank you to those who have come forward so far. 
As mentioned before, we are looking for non-
pharmacists to take on the role as Public Health 
Champions. This is a small role, acting as a point 
of contact for monthly campaigns. You can find 
more information here on our website health 
promotion page.  Anybody interested can contact 
our Public Health Practitioners directly at the email 
addresses on the link. We're are aiming to have a 
named person for each Pharmacy in NHS 
Grampian.  

https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Frightdecision.scot.nhs.uk%2Fcalculator-suite%2Ffeverpain-score-for-streptococcal-pharyngitis%2F&data=05%7C01%7Clesley.coyle%40nhs.scot%7C3e6f0fd3708041bbcc7908db0a820fc2%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638115325944985562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AFMNFn0swELPKbbEBYwNZau26kqtn6j84ACaTvzgsK0%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.england.nhs.uk%2Fwp-content%2Fuploads%2F2022%2F12%2FPRN00080-Interim-clinical-guidance-summary-for-case-management-for-prophylaxis-please-refer-to-community-conta.pdf&data=05%7C01%7Clesley.coyle%40nhs.scot%7C3e6f0fd3708041bbcc7908db0a820fc2%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638115325944985562%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=kaGUSY%2FWhvjq8iSL60J%2Fn8gDzVZa6R0DRlUO8wWjC%2Fs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Fshortages%2Fdiscontinuation-of-insuman-comb-25-cartridges-and-pre-filled-solostar-pens%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7Cc8701e6583704c29293e08db0ea72af0%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638119883741530119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dgQSm10zX5HDaQiqjGg%2BigyAhm%2FBIj5zciFi4TWWADs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Fshortages%2Fdiscontinuation-of-insuman-comb-25-cartridges-and-pre-filled-solostar-pens%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7Cc8701e6583704c29293e08db0ea72af0%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638119883741530119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dgQSm10zX5HDaQiqjGg%2BigyAhm%2FBIj5zciFi4TWWADs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Fshortages%2Fdiscontinuation-of-insuman-comb-25-cartridges-and-pre-filled-solostar-pens%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7Cc8701e6583704c29293e08db0ea72af0%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638119883741530119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dgQSm10zX5HDaQiqjGg%2BigyAhm%2FBIj5zciFi4TWWADs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Fshortages%2Fdiscontinuation-of-insuman-comb-25-cartridges-and-pre-filled-solostar-pens%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7Cc8701e6583704c29293e08db0ea72af0%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638119883741530119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=dgQSm10zX5HDaQiqjGg%2BigyAhm%2FBIj5zciFi4TWWADs%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Fshortages%2Fdiscontinuation-of-insuman-basal-cartridges-and-pre-filled-solostar-pens%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7Cc8701e6583704c29293e08db0ea72af0%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638119883741530119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vJCHCDnDfDgFN9cZkpeg2DCbG5H5z0jxqhSLm9j%2F%2FWo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Fshortages%2Fdiscontinuation-of-insuman-basal-cartridges-and-pre-filled-solostar-pens%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7Cc8701e6583704c29293e08db0ea72af0%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638119883741530119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vJCHCDnDfDgFN9cZkpeg2DCbG5H5z0jxqhSLm9j%2F%2FWo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Fshortages%2Fdiscontinuation-of-insuman-basal-cartridges-and-pre-filled-solostar-pens%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7Cc8701e6583704c29293e08db0ea72af0%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638119883741530119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vJCHCDnDfDgFN9cZkpeg2DCbG5H5z0jxqhSLm9j%2F%2FWo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Fshortages%2Fdiscontinuation-of-insuman-basal-cartridges-and-pre-filled-solostar-pens%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7Cc8701e6583704c29293e08db0ea72af0%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638119883741530119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=vJCHCDnDfDgFN9cZkpeg2DCbG5H5z0jxqhSLm9j%2F%2FWo%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Fshortages%2Fdiscontinuation-of-insuman-rapid-cartridges%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7Cc8701e6583704c29293e08db0ea72af0%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638119883741530119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zHS%2FbBHyTijRDw7zr%2Fgh1MupjKiCTvRkgw3JAZHjtSE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Fshortages%2Fdiscontinuation-of-insuman-rapid-cartridges%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7Cc8701e6583704c29293e08db0ea72af0%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638119883741530119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zHS%2FbBHyTijRDw7zr%2Fgh1MupjKiCTvRkgw3JAZHjtSE%3D&reserved=0
https://eur01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.sps.nhs.uk%2Fshortages%2Fdiscontinuation-of-insuman-rapid-cartridges%2F&data=05%7C01%7Csarah.buchan3%40nhs.scot%7Cc8701e6583704c29293e08db0ea72af0%7C10efe0bda0304bca809cb5e6745e499a%7C0%7C0%7C638119883741530119%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=zHS%2FbBHyTijRDw7zr%2Fgh1MupjKiCTvRkgw3JAZHjtSE%3D&reserved=0
https://www.communitypharmacy.scot.nhs.uk/nhs-boards/nhs-grampian/community-pharmacy-closures/
https://book.shsc.scot/shsc/frontend/reg/thome.csp?pageID=182908&eventID=501&traceRedir=2
https://www.eventbrite.co.uk/e/gp-migraine-education-event-tickets-463539377757
https://www.communitypharmacy.scot.nhs.uk/nhs-boards/nhs-grampian/pharmacy-services-slas/health-promotion/
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The Happy Place   
Cure and Prevention From a Surprising 

Ally - Our Sewers 

Antimicrobial resistance (AMR) creating 

“superbugs” is the largest threat to individual 

health on Earth. As many as 60% of the strains of 

common bacteria that live in our society are now 

resistant to antibiotics in some way. 

Phage therapy uses bacteriophages, a kind of 

virus that infects, replicates in, and kills bacterial 

microbes. More Info Here  

Community Pharmacy Scotland 
Newsletter Round-up 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Newsletter by, 

The Pharmaceutical Care 

Services Team,  

Missed a copy of an update? 

Weekly Updates are uploaded to 

the CP Grampian website 

Username: NHSGrampian Password: NHSGrampianCP2022 

We are aware of a log in error. If this appears press the 

back icon and navigate once again to section of 

website.  

This should bypass the error  

https://www.goodnewsnetwork.org/cures-and-prevention-for-some-of-the-worst-diseases-come-from-a-surprising-ally-our-sewers/
https://www.communitypharmacy.scot.nhs.uk/nhs-boards/nhs-grampian/newsletters-updates/pcs-weekly-updates/

