ueidweln

o —
SHN

€110 1 QDD uonedgnd 10 3sy o
1Busyu@sadinosas ueidweld jrews
1oj€9| S1yl peal osea|d 10 $OSRGS #2710 UO 3IIAISS SDDIN0SIY UOIFRLLLIOU|

. U1jedH {2 asea|d 1senbal uo panddns ag ued A — : Co
wmcmr_u Aew uplpaw anok 3o sabenbue| pue siewioy 15y Hsip isindwod uo “

ueseadde pue auweu syl pue und abie) ul sjqejieae osje s uonedngnd siy ) |

‘Aym 1no puy 01

*10330p 10 )3spewseyd tnok
o} )yeads aseajd uoijewaojul
1a431anj pasu nok j|

awep pueig  dwep dHBUsH

=7

g ML

24 S2UDIP3WI INOA 10} s3Weu dsuab 3y |

"upipaw
INOA JO swieu dU3B aY) Yum molaq d|gel

ay1 Ul |y nok diay o3 1seweyd JnoA 3s
“*BUIY] BWES 93 10} SIWIRU JUIBYIA i iy 12y Y ASY

(s)aunipaw anok

WWC_U_—UW_)— U_hwcwu | 10} SWIRU MBU Y} MOUY 01335




What is a generic medicine?

When pharmaceutical companies develop a
new medicine they give it two names:

‘Generic Name'
The name of the drug contained in the
medicine - for example Paracetamol.

‘Brand Name'

The name given to the medicine by the
manufacturer - for example Panadol, Calpol
and Disprol are all ‘brand’ names given

by different manufacturers to medicines
containing Paracetamol.

Why are doctors prescribing
generic medicines?

The main advantage to prescribing generic
medicines is that they usually cost less than
branded medicines.

The average branded medicine costs more
than four times its generic equivalent.

By prescribing generically doctors can make
best use of your NHS money.

How does this affect you?

Your doctor is expected to prescribe medicines
by their generic name, so the name and
appearance of your medicine may change. If
for any medical reason it is important that you
receive a specific brand, your doctor will not
change it to a generic one.

Are generic medicines as good as
branded medicines?

Yes. Manufacture of generic medicines is
regulated by the same strict controls of safety
and quality as branded medicines. Many
companies making generics also make
branded products.

Why do generic medicines look
different?

Generic medicines are made by different
companies, therefore they may differ from
their branded counterpart in size, shape,
colour and sometimes taste but they contain
exactly the same drug.

Concerned about a change in the
appearance of your medicine?

When your doctor prescribes a generic
medicine, you may find that it differs in
appearance from your usual brand. If you
are in any way concerned about a change in
appearance of any of your medicines,

your pharmacist or doctor will be happy

to advise you.

What can you do to help make
the change to generic medicines
easier?

Always try to take your prescription to the
same pharmacy. In this way you are more
likely to get the same generic medicine each
time.

About your medicines

- Always read the label on your medicines
and take them as instructed.

» Always read the patient information leaflet
provided with your medicine - it will tell
you about any possible side effects. Read it
carefully and keep it with your medicine.

+ Keep medicines in a cool, dark place, safely
out of the reach of children.

« Don't throw unwanted medicines out with
household waste or flush them down the
toilet - this can put other people at risk or
cause dangerous pollution.

- If you have unwanted or out of date
medicines please return them to your local
pharmacist for safe disposal.

« Ifyou have any guestions about your
medicines, ask your pharmacist or doctor.




