
 
 

 

 

 

 

 

What’s the best bit of your job? 

There are many parts of my role that I thoroughly enjoy, working and communicating as a 
strong team to ensure best possible outcomes for patients.  Building relationships with 
our patients over the years I have worked here and gaining their trust in us.  We have 
many patients that are 'characters' who like to nip in and enjoy some friendly banter with 
the team.  

 
What do you think about the future of community pharmacy?  

The future of community pharmacy is going to have a massive positive effect on our 
patients with many simple treatments being made more easily accessible to all,  and our 
new manager has some great ideas for over the coming months :-) 

What do you like to do to relax outside of work? 

Outside of work I'm also kept busy being a Mum, step mum and a Gran of a 2 year old and 
2 month old... so relaxing is rare... we do enjoy going for a meal together and I also love to 
read a good book in the hot tub (weather permitting!). 
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Have a great long weekend to those who are able to enjoy Monday off! Let’s hope the sun 

shines  
 

Meet the Team – Sharon Montgomery 

Last week we shared the fantastic news that Logan Pharmacy were 
crowned Community Pharmacy of the Year at the Scottish Pharmacist 
Awards. This week we are delighted to have one of their team 
members feature in ‘Meet the Team’ 
What is your current role?  
My current role is Accuracy Checking Dispensing Assistant. 
How long have you worked in community pharmacy? 
I have worked in community pharmacy for 8 years.  I have only ever 
worked at Logan Pharmacy, prior to this I was Customer Service 
Manager in the Banking sector which was at a local branch and was 
also customer focused within the community. 



 

 

Valproate Dispensing  
In November 2023 the MHRA updated the guidance on the dispensing of Valproate products. If a patient is not 
receiving Valproate in original packaging then a risk assessment should be carried out signed and kept in the 
pharmacy. To help us understand what support is required please could you take the time to fill in the below 
questionnaire. https://forms.office.com/e/EMEZxxF4HN 
 

 
 
 

Steroid Emergency Cards 
 
It is important to check that relevant patients have a steroid warning card, further guidance can be found here   
HIS-steroid-emergency-card-appendix-aw6458.pdf (healthcareimprovementscotland.scot)  
This is just a reminder of where you can order steroid warning cards in the event that a patient has not been given 
one or has lost one stockorders.dppas@theapsgroup.com   
 

NHS Pharmacy First Scotland – PGD Updates 
The updated PGD’s for the Shingles and Bacterial Skin infection services were distributed before Easter. These should 
be signed up to by all community pharmacists by the end of this April. From this point NHS24 will refer to pharmacy 
with the new inclusion/exclusion criteria. To date there are 68 pharmacists who have signed up to the new versions 
of these and confirmed to NHS Ayrshire and Arran via the MS form link below. We encourage you all to sign up to 
the updated PGD’s as soon as possible and before the end of the month. 

The TURAS training required before signing the new PGD’s can be found via the links below: 

Shingles for NHS Pharmacy First Scotland | Turas | Learn 

Skin infections for NHS Pharmacy First Scotland | Turas | Learn 

Once you have signed the updated PGD’s there is no requirement to send copies to the A&A pharmacy team. 
Instead, simply complete the declaration via the MS Form (link below). If you also work in other health board areas 
you should send copies to them as detailed in the PGD document. 

https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=veDvEDCgykuAnLXmdF5JmsfMUXAe5h9MsSfvDN3-3-
hUNjNXVk85S041NUpERkdLNzdINkdCWFA2OS4u 
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https://www.healthcareimprovementscotland.scot/wp-content/uploads/2024/03/HIS-steroid-emergency-card-appendix-aw6458.pdf
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https://learn.nes.nhs.scot/43887/pharmacy-cpd-resources/pharmacy-services-essential-learning/community-pharmacy/nhs-pharmacy-first-scotland/shingles-for-nhs-pharmacy-first-scotland
https://learn.nes.nhs.scot/43886/pharmacy-cpd-resources/pharmacy-services-essential-learning/community-pharmacy/nhs-pharmacy-first-scotland/skin-infections-for-nhs-pharmacy-first-scotland
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=veDvEDCgykuAnLXmdF5JmsfMUXAe5h9MsSfvDN3-3-hUNjNXVk85S041NUpERkdLNzdINkdCWFA2OS4u
https://forms.office.com/Pages/ResponsePage.aspx?id=veDvEDCgykuAnLXmdF5JmsfMUXAe5h9MsSfvDN3-3-hUNjNXVk85S041NUpERkdLNzdINkdCWFA2OS4u


All documentation including PGDs, patient assessment forms and the link to the MS form are on the A&A community 
pharmacy website now. 

 

 
 
Information contained in this communication is issued on the understanding that it is the best available from the resources at our disposal and 

the opinions expressed are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect Ayrshire & Arran Patient Services’ policy. 

 
KEY COMMUNITY PHARMACY CONTACTS 

CP Team Community Pharmacy Administration aa.cpteam@aapct.scot.nhs.uk 01292 513905/513833 
Iain Fulton Principal Pharmacist, Community Pharmacy, Public 

Health & SA HSCP 
Iain.fulton@aapct.scot.nhs.uk 01292 513831 / 07977 

941048 
Kirstie 
Church 

Senior Pharmacist, Primary Care & Community 
Pharmacy (East) 

Kirstie.church@aapct.scot.nhs.uk 07970439225 

Alan 
McGeer 

Senior Pharmacist, Primary Care & Community 
Pharmacy (South) 

Alan.mcgeer@aapct.scot.nhs.uk 07827840326 

Adam  
Russell 

Palliative Care Pharmacist – Ayrshire Hospice Adam.russell@ayrshirehospice.org  

Sharleen 
Bell 

Controlled Drug Inspection Officer Sharleen.bell@aapct.scot.nhs.uk 01292 513822 

Alex Adam Specialist Pharmacist in Substance Misuse Alexander.adam@aacpt.scot.nhs.uk 07557 083093 
Laura Gill Facilitator, Digital Services Laura.gill@aapct.scot.nhs.uk 01292 513742 
 
PRIMARY CARE CONTACTS 
Anne Shaw Primary Care Manager, Pharmacy and Optometry Anne.shaw2@aapct.scot.nhs.uk  

GENERAL ENQUIRIES EMAIL: aa.cpteam@aacpt.scot.nhs.uk 
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