Summary of Amendments to the Adult Support and Protection (Scotland) Act 2007
This document provides a clear summary of the amendments to the Adult Support and Protection (Scotland) Act 2007, with specific focus on what the changes mean for accessing health-related information from GPs and other healthcare services.
[bookmark: x__Hlk221630378]These changes were introduced through the Care Reform (Scotland) Act 2025.
[bookmark: x__Hlk212706634] The amendment has created Section 5A - providing much-needed clarity on the legal basis for independent health care services, including independent contractors, to share information when they believe an adult may be at risk of harm. It aligns with current information-sharing guidance and extends these provisions to private health care services.

1. New Section 5A – Clear Legal Basis for Information Sharing
Health services, including GPs, now have an explicit legal basis to share information with local authorities when they know or suspect an adult is at risk of harm. This removes previous ambiguity, particularly among private or independent healthcare providers.

2. Two-Way Information Sharing
Public bodies can now share information back to health services to support ASP inquiries. This ensures GPs receive relevant context and can participate more effectively in safeguarding.

3. Expanded Definition of Relevant Health Care Service
The Act now clearly lists which health professionals and services are included, explicitly covering GPs, nurses, pharmacists, allied health professionals, and independent healthcare providers.

4. Section 45A – ASP Committees May Request Information from Health Services
ASP Committees now have legal authority to request relevant information directly from healthcare services, enabling fuller participation in multi-agency protection arrangements.

Overall, the amendments provide a clearer and more robust foundation for obtaining timely, relevant health information from GPs to support ASP inquiries and risk assessments.
