Section 24 – Amendments to the Adult Support and Protection (Scotland) Act 2007

[bookmark: _Hlk221630378]From 7 January 2026, new legal measures came into force to strengthen how organisations work together to protect adults who may be at risk of harm. These changes were introduced through the Care Reform (Scotland) Act 2025.

[bookmark: _Hlk212706634]The amendment has created Section 5A - providing much-needed clarity on the legal basis for independent health care services, including independent contractors, to share information when they believe an adult may be at risk of harm. It aligns with current information-sharing guidance and extends these provisions to private health care services.

This amendment will remove discrepancy and delay in co-operation between parties due to uncertainty about the legal basis for sharing information where an adult may be at risk of harm. It will provide consistency and reduce variation across Scotland, ensuring all adults who are known or believed to be at risk of harm are referred quickly, with information shared efficiently to contribute to risk assessments and intervention, where required. 

Furthermore, updates to Sections 44 and 46 has created a new Section 45A which will strengthen information‑sharing pathways across health and statutory partners. They ensure Adult Support and Protection (ASP) Committees can access relevant information and engage the right individuals in their work. 

The new sections consist of the following key changes:

Improved Information Sharing from Health Services

A new section 5A has been added to the Act. It enables relevant health care services to:
· Share information with a local authority if they know or suspect a person is an adult at risk of harm.
· Share information with the public bodies listed in section 5(1) where this will assist a local authority’s inquiries under section 4.

Two‑Way Information Sharing

· Public bodies listed in section 5(1) can now also share information with relevant health care services for the purpose of supporting local authority ASP inquiries.

Definition of “Relevant Health Care Service”

· The definition covers organisations that provide services from specified health professionals (e.g. doctors, nurses, allied health professionals). This includes private healthcare providers.
· Scottish Ministers may update the definition by regulations, which will follow the affirmative procedure.

Attendance at Adult Support and Protection Committee Meetings

· Section 44 has been updated.
· Scottish Ministers may now specify any person who must be allowed to attend ASP committee meetings.
Previously, this Ministerial power only covered:
· Public bodies and office‑holders
· Attendance by [public bodies’ and office holders’] representatives

The new provision allows individuals themselves to be named and to attend. This is for the purpose of enabling independent health care providers to attend, where relevant.

Information Requests to Health Services by Committees

· A new section 45A allows ASP committees to request relevant information from health care services.
· This enables a relevant health care service to provide information on request to an adult protection committee.

Wider Distribution of ASP Committee Reports

· Section 46 has been expanded so that Ministers can require ASP committees to share their biennial reports with any persons, not just specified public bodies.
A “relevant health care service” means an undertaking which consists of or includes the provision of services by—

(a)a doctor,
(b)a dental practitioner,
(c)a dental care professional,
(d)a nurse,
(e)a midwife,
(f)a registered pharmacist,
(g)a registered pharmacy technician,
(h)an occupational therapist,
(i)a paramedic,
(j)an optometrist.


We have committed to updating the ASP Guidance for General Practice as a priority and are aiming to complete this by Summer 2026. We will then continue to update the other relevant pieces of guidance such as the guidance for Adult Protection Committees.

The full Adult Support and Protection (Scotland) Act 2007, including the amendment, can be found here Adult Support and Protection (Scotland) Act 2007.Any questions, please contact ASP@gov.scot. 
