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MEDwatch is the e-bulletin for all NHS Grampian Staff who are involved with patients and
medicine management.

Its aim is to improve the safety of medicines by sharing learning, and encouraging adverse
event reporting from all staff groups.

Inside This Issue

MHRA Safety Roundup
e Alerts, Notices & Shared Learning

- National Patient Safety Alert: Harm from incorrect recording of a penicillin
allergy as a penicillamine allergy
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e #MedSafetyWeek 3rd -9th November
e New Toolbox Talk: Time Critical Medicines

¢ New or Updated Policies/Guidance

MHRA Safety Roundup
Latest MHRA Roundups:

e November 2025

e QOctober 2025


https://www.gov.uk/drug-device-alerts/mhra-safety-roundup-november-2025
https://www.gov.uk/drug-device-alerts/mhra-safety-roundup-october-2025

e September 2025

Alerts, Notices & Shared Learning

National Patient Safety Alert: Harm from incorrect recording of a penicillin allergy as a
penicillamine allergy
Following a recent NatPSA we are reminding staff of the HEPMA User Alert issued last year

which offered guidance on how to avoid the mis-selection of penicillamine for a penicillin
allergy and vice versa, and how to review allergy status within HEPMA.

The NatPSA has actions for both Secondary and Primary care, NHS Grampian is already
meeting most of the requirements detailed in the NatPSA and working on the remaining
requirements.

Shared Learning Summaries: Rivaroxaban

This shared learning summary, relevant to both Primary and Secondary Care aims to
highlight the importance of clearly documenting and actioning when a change of dose is
required after a set period of time.

Rivaroxaban Shared Learning

#MedSafetyWeek 3rd - 9th November

As highlighted in the previous edition of MedWatch #MedSafetyWeek took place 3rd -9th
November. Thank you to all sites that participated raising awareness of reporting adverse
drug reactions to the MHRA via the Yellow Card Scheme.

Some of the activities include:

e Vaccination centres across Aberdeenshire put up displays for patients and staff
(photos from Garioch attached)

e Services in Moray engaged with the ADR Turas eLearning modules

e Pharmacists within ARI visited wards handing out the Yellow Card information cards
and a poster re: medicines elLearning available to staff.


https://www.gov.uk/drug-device-alerts/mhra-safety-roundup-september-2025
https://www.england.nhs.uk/long-read/national-patient-safety-alert-harm-from-incorrect-recording-of-a-penicillin-allergy-as-a-penicillamine-allergy/
https://scottish.sharepoint.com/sites/NoSHEPMA/SitePages/HEPMA-ALERT-for-USERS.aspx?xsdata=MDV8MDJ8bGluZHNheS5jYW1lcm9uMkBuaHMuc2NvdHxkNDlhZmQ5YTg5ZTI0ODI5NjI3MzA4ZGNjNWU0MWE2MHwxMGVmZTBiZGEwMzA0YmNhODA5Y2I1ZTY3NDVlNDk5YXwwfDB8NjM4NjAyODMwNjc3NDM5MzE3fFVua25vd258VFdGcGJHWnNiM2Q4ZXlKV0lqb2lNQzR3TGpBd01EQWlMQ0pRSWpvaVYybHVNeklpTENKQlRpSTZJazFoYVd3aUxDSlhWQ0k2TW4wPXwwfHx8&sdata=endaakM5YVlmSXFhMkF2SEdoZktST3Z0OWVSSjdJdm5ISmpmdXYvYXJsdz0%3d
https://nhsgintranet.grampian.scot.nhs.uk/depts/Pharmacy/MedicationSafety/Documents/Sharing%20Learning%20Points%20Rivaroxaban%20Nov%2025.pdf
https://yellowcard.mhra.gov.uk/

MEDICATION SAFETY WEEK
NHS GRAMPIAN

We can all help make medicines safer
3 — 9 November 2025
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New Toolbox Talk: Time Critical Medicines

A new toolbox talk has been created by NHS Grampian providing a brief awareness of the

use of time critical medicines and that any delay in their administration will have a

significant impact on the patient's symptoms.

All clinical staff are encouraged to complete this short eToolbox talk: time critical medicines

Turas | Learn

New or Updated Medicines Policies/Guidance

A reminder that medicines policies and guidelines are found on the Medicines Management
A-Z Policies Pages, this is where the most up to date versions are held and staff are asked to

access medicines guidelines and policies from this site.

Recently updated documents:

Guideline for the Management of Omitted or Delayed Medicines by Staff Working

Within NHS Grampian

— Prevention of Omitted Doses Poster

Procedure for NHS Grampian Staff to Follow When Using Potassium Permanganate

Within NHS Grampian In-patient Areas

Policy for Self-Administration of Medicines (SAM) in Hospital by All Staff Working
Within NHS Grampian

Policy For Handling Vaccines And Refrigerated Pharmaceutical Products For All Staff

Working in NHS Grampian

Contact

Lindsay Cameron

Medication Safety Advisor

lindsay.cameron2@nhs.scot



https://learn.nes.nhs.scot/86786/pharmacy/etoolbox-talk-time-critical-medicines
https://learn.nes.nhs.scot/86786/pharmacy/etoolbox-talk-time-critical-medicines
https://www.nhsgrampian.org/service-hub/medicines-management/policies/a-z-local-policies--guidance/#O
https://www.nhsgrampian.org/service-hub/medicines-management/policies/a-z-local-policies--guidance/#O
https://www.nhsgrampian.org/globalassets/services/medicines-management/policies/guide_od_meds.pdf
https://www.nhsgrampian.org/globalassets/services/medicines-management/policies/guide_od_meds.pdf
https://www.nhsgrampian.org/globalassets/services/medicines-management/policies/guide_od_meds_appendix1.pdf
https://nhsgintranet.grampian.scot.nhs.uk/depts/GrampianMedicinesManagementGroup/MedsGuidelinesandPolicies/Medicines%20Guidelines%20and%20Policies/Policies/Guide_PotPerm.pdf
https://nhsgintranet.grampian.scot.nhs.uk/depts/GrampianMedicinesManagementGroup/MedsGuidelinesandPolicies/Medicines%20Guidelines%20and%20Policies/Policies/Guide_PotPerm.pdf
https://www.nhsgrampian.org/globalassets/services/medicines-management/policies/policy_sam.pdf
https://www.nhsgrampian.org/globalassets/services/medicines-management/policies/policy_sam.pdf
https://www.nhsgrampian.org/globalassets/services/medicines-management/policies/policy_vaccine_handling.pdf
https://www.nhsgrampian.org/globalassets/services/medicines-management/policies/policy_vaccine_handling.pdf
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