[image: Strathclyde Header]
Participant Information Sheet for Pharmacists Independent Prescribers (Workstream 2)

Name of department: Strathclyde Institute of Pharmacy and Biomedical Science

Title of study: A qualitative study to explore enablers and barriers to developing pharmacist-independent prescribing; you can prescribe, now what? 

Introduction
While Pharmacist Independent Prescribers are not new, there has been a shift in the workforce to try to upskill many through stand-alone IP courses. There are further pressures with the annotation of all 2026 registrants. Currently there is no professional structure or expectation for the continued development of Pharmacist Independent Prescribers. All registered pharmacists have to complete the mandated GPhC Continuing Professional Development, however, there is no difference between prescribing and non-prescribing pharmacists. 

What is the purpose of this research?
To gain insight into the current development and support available to pharmacist independent prescribers. It will also help identify the needs of newly annotated pharmacist independent prescribers and gain insight into how best to support and develop their confidence and competence in clinical practice.  
Do I have to take part?
No, your participation is voluntary and deciding not to participate or withdrawing participation will not affect you or your employment in any way.

What will I do in the project?
We ask that you complete a questionnaire, based on the practice, thoughts and feelings. We ask that you answer openly and honestly on behalf of your organisation/employer

Why have I been invited to take part?
You have been asked as you have been annotated as a Pharmacist Independent Prescriber. You have also had 3 to 6 months of using this qualification in practice. 

What are the potential risks to taking part?
Please consider if you feel uncomfortable disclosing opinions or experiences, feel pressure to conform to group opinions, have concerns about lack of anonymity or experience psychological stress from sharing personal experiences in a group setting.

What information is being collected in the project?
No personal data will be collected as part of the questionnaire, unless explicitly stated in your answers.

Who will have access to the information?
Only the research team will have access to identifiable information which is collected about you. Their contact details are at the end of this document. All personal data on participants will be processed in accordance with the provisions of the Data Protection Act 2018 and GDPR regulations. Your identity will remain confidential and information you provide that may identify you will be pseudo-anonymised (for example, you will be assigned a unique participant code).  After data has been anonymised, it is not possible to remove it from the study. You can also read our Privacy Notice for research participants 

Where will the information be stored and how long will it be kept for?
[bookmark: _GoBack]Data will be uploaded and stored on a password-protected university system, which only the nominated researchers have access to. Information will be anonymised to ensure your identity remains confidential. Anonymous information may be retained indefinitely by storing it in a data repository. 

How will outcomes and any additional relevant details of the study be communicated to the participants?
Outcomes and other additional relevant details of the study may be presented at departmental meetings in participating health boards. Outcomes may be submitted to relevant pharmacy conferences and submitted to an academic journal.

Researcher contact details:	
Mr Joshua Miller
161 Cathedral Street
Glasgow, G4 0RE
0141 201 6022
joshua.miller@strath.ac.uk

Supervisors 
Professor Anne Boyter (anne.boyter@strath.ac.uk) 
Dr Zahra Rattray (zahra.rattray@strath.ac.uk)  
This research was granted ethical approval from the Strathclyde Institute of Pharmacy and Biomedical Sciences Ethics Department.

If you have any questions/concerns, during or after the research, or wish to contact an independent person to whom any questions may be directed or further information may be sought from, please contact:

Secretary to the University Ethics Committee
Research & Knowledge Exchange Services
University of Strathclyde 
Graham Hills Building 
50 George Street 
Glasgow
G1 1QE
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