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NHS Highland Community Pharmacy Dispensing Oral Antiviral Agents for the Treatment of Covid-19
[bookmark: _Toc96413282]Introduction 
This is a process outline for the supply of Paxlovid or molnupiravir, for non-hospitalised COVID positive patients in identified high risk groups via Community Pharmacy.
[bookmark: _Toc96413283]Background 
National commissioning guidance has been released to NHS Boards requiring the deployment of new Covid-19 treatments which are evidenced to significantly improve the clinical outcomes in non-hospitalised patients with COVID-19 who are at high risk of progression to severe disease and/or death. 
The Flow Navigation Centre Clinicians will assess and prescribe the appropriate treatment, either Paxlovid or molnupiravir, for non-hospitalised COVID positive patients in identified high risk groups. Community Pharmacies are asked to dispense and supply the medication.
[bookmark: _Toc96413284]Aim 
Improve timely access to the supply of evidence-based COVID19 treatments to eligible patients who have tested positive for COVID and are symptomatic. Assessment and supply will occur in a timely manner to meet the strict time windows for treatment and avoid hospital admissions.  
[bookmark: _Toc96413286]Eligibility – assessed by FNC Clinicians (detail can be found on TAM)

Patient access to the pathway and CP process
[bookmark: _Toc96413288]Information on the available treatments and eligibility is available on NHS Inform. NHS Highland has a single point of access telephone number (0800 085 1558) for patients to call if they believe they are eligible. Clinical assessment will be available from the FNC Monday to Friday, between 9am and 5pm. Risk assessment of potential drug interactions and renal function will be identified and mitigated for prior to the prescription being sent to the community pharmacy.  
FNC Clinicians will contact Patients’ Pharmacy of choice by phone and follow up with e-mailed prescription including any additional relevant clinical information. FNC will ensure hard copy of prescription is posted to Community Pharmacy within 72 hours.
Community Pharmacy should immediately order stock from AAH. A limited number of geographically spread CPs will hold stock for urgent use (or if remote and long supply lead time) if required. 
Stock is currently available free of charge to contractors however this may change as nationally procured stock is used or expires.    

Patient Information Leaflets 

EMC Paxlovid Pfizer leaflet  - supplied in carton.        
Molnupiravir Leaflet on TAM   - please print and give to women of child-bearing potential.
Paxlovid Reduced Dose PIL – please provide to the patient where a reduced dose has been requested (attached).
[bookmark: _Toc96413292]
[bookmark: _Toc96413294]Training
· University of Liverpool COVID-19 Drug Interactions website has a section on Prescribing Resources This tab contains a number of useful documents including "Evaluating the interaction risk - methods and metabolism" (molnupiravir is on page 9 and nirmatrelvir/ritonavir is on page 10), a tab with "Resources for nirmatrelvir/ritonavir (Paxlovid)" and a tab with "Prescribing and Dosing Guidance".    
· Clinical guidance documents shared by NHS Highland via TAM, see supporting resources.
· Information about molnupiravir and nirmatrelvir/ritonavir (Paxlovid)
Supporting Resources
· NHS Inform, COVID19 Treatments: Coronavirus (COVID-19): Treatments | NHS inform
· Antivirals and neutralising Monoclonal Antibodies (nMABs) for COVID-19 - Non-hospitalised patients with symptomatic COVID-19 infection (available on TAM website Non-hospitalised patients with symptomatic COVID-19 infection (Guidelines) | Right Decisions (scot.nhs.uk))
· Drug interactions are checked by FNC Clinicians using https://www.covid19-druginteractions.org/checker. This website also contains other prescribing resources including resuming paused medication and crushing tablets.
Claims and payment
Pharmacies should opt in to this service by completing this Microsoft Form
First supply by pharmacy paid at £45, subsequent supplies attracts a fee of £15
Delivery fee only if patient unable to arrange collection, should be by exception.





Additional Information
Pre-dispensing checklist Paxlovid :
· Patient counselled on administration and missed doses
· If the patient is of child-bearing age, confirm they are not pregnant and have been counselled on pregnancy risk and the need for effective contraception during the treatment course and until one full menstrual cycle after.  
· In moderate renal impairment, the patient has been counselled on the reduced dose to be taken

For reduced dose in renal impairment
· confirm extra tablets removed from each blister 
· patient counselled 

Molnupiravir

No dose reduction is required for molnupiravir in renal impairment but the drug must be avoided in pregnancy.  There is an additional MHRA patient information leaflet (on TAM) which must be supplied with the drug if the patient is a female of child-bearing potential.   











	








NHS Highland Community Pharmacy Dispensing Oral Antiviral Agents for the Treatment of Covid-19

Declaration:

 I am the representative of the Community Pharmacy NHS Contractor detailed below
 I understand that:

· I have completed the required training.

· This service must be provided in accordance with the SLA including only sourcing medicines from the specific supply route set out in the relevant service pack within this agreement.

· The information I have given on this form is both accurate and complete.

	Trading name of pharmacy



	Contractor Code




	Pharmacy Stamp/ Pharmacy Address

	Contractor Representative Name



	Contractor Representative Signature

	Date




This document will become part of the annual contractor’s review and sign-up process each April. NHS Highland reserves the right to cancel this SLA and withdraw this service if required.
Please retain a copy of this in the pharmacy and return the completed declaration form to: nhsh.cpsoffice@nhs.scot by return.
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Covid Antiviral Supply
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