Rybelsus ® (semaglutide tablets): transition to new formulation and risk of medication error

22nd January 2026 : Changes to patients' prescriptions will be starting now as the GP systems (Vision & Emis) have now been amended, meaning that they can all prescribe the new formulations. 
 
Prescriptions are now being amended, it would be worthwhile having a discussion with your practice locally. As with any change to medication patient counselling is advised.

Formulation and dosage details
Formulation:
1. MHRA advice: Rybelsus® (semaglutide tablets): transition to new formulation and risk of medication error (December 2025) (www.gov.uk).
New formulation tablets (Rybelsus) 1.5mg, 4mg and 9mg (Restriction: can be initiated by clinicians who are experienced in the treatment of diabetes, for other circumstances: specialist recommendation only.)
Previous formulation tablets (Rybelsus) 3mg, 7mg, and 14mg (Restriction: can be initiated by clinicians who are experienced in the treatment of diabetes, for other circumstances: specialist recommendation only.)
NOTE: The new formulation of Rybelsus® is replacing the previous formulation in a smaller tablet, that offers equivalent efficacy, safety and administration.
· Both formulations will be available for a period of time from wholesalers and on GP prescribing systems.
· From 1st November 2025, patients in NHS Highland should be prescribed the new formulation tablets (when they become listed on the GP prescribing system). 
· In January 2026 the previous formulation will be discontinued and it will be removed from the formulary.
· The new and previous formulation tablet bioequivalencies are given in the table below. 

Further information 
· Information for patients: Your new Rybelsus tablets, what you need to know
· Information for health care professionals: DHPC Letter- Rybelsus (oral semaglutide): risk of medication error due to introduction of new formulation with increased bioavailability

	Rybelsus
Previous formulation, oval tablet
	Bioequivalent
	Rybelsus
New formulation, round tablet

	3mg (starting dose)
	≡
	1.5mg (starting dose)

	7mg (maintenance dose)
	≡
	4mg (maintenance dose)

	14mg (maintenance dose)
	≡
	9mg (maintenance dose)



Dosage:
As per SMC2287: for the treatment of adults with insufficiently controlled type 2 diabetes mellitus to improve glycaemic control as an adjunct to diet and exercise:
· As monotherapy when metformin is considered inappropriate due to intolerance or contraindications
· In combination with other medicinal products for the treatment of diabetes.
SMC restriction: In addition to other oral anti-diabetic medicines, or as an add-on to basal insulin, as an alternative glucagon-like peptide-1 receptor agonist option.
Oral, once daily alternative to subcutaneous semaglutide. When subcutaneous route not suitable.

