
METHYLPHENIDATE SHORTAGE 

Agreed with Medicine Information, Community Paediatrics & Community Pharmacy Services      September 2024 

 

   

Prescription for Methylphenidate from GP 
 

Request 2 to 4 weeks in advance 
 

  

 

If available, Community 
Pharmacy to contact GP 
Practice and request new 

prescription and order stock 
required 

 

    

   
 

Take prescription to usual Community Pharmacy. 
 

 
 
 
 

Yes 

 
 

 

Yes 

No 
1st attempt 

 
 

 
Can Community Pharmacy Source? 

Leave prescription with usual Community Pharmacy as far as 
possible. Community Pharmacy to continue to source stock. 

Community Pharmacy may direct patient/carer to another Community 
Pharmacy with stock to make a supply. 

 

☺ 
 

Check SPS for bioequivalent 
alternative & check availability 

 

Availability? 
  

 
  

 
 

 

  
No 

2nd attempt 

 

  

No   
 

  

   

Community Pharmacies to Phone Medicines Information 
 

 
 

Yes 
 

☺ 
 

01463 704288  
To discuss whether there are any other alternative routes of supply. 

Please have additional information available prior to calling 
Medicine Information, e.g. date existing supply run out 

 

   
 

  

   
No 

 

  

   
 

  

   

Refer back to GP practice and ask them to contact Specialist 
Community Paediatrics Service 

(nhsh.communitypaediatrics@nhs.scot)  for them to consider if 
requires change of prescription. Request change via formstream & 

arrange follow up monitoring. 

  

 

https://www.sps.nhs.uk/articles/considerations-when-prescribing-modified-release-methylphenidate/
mailto:nhsh.communitypaediatrics@nhs.scot

